EXERCISE: Creating a blue-yellow hillshade
ESTIMATED TIME: 5 MINUTES

About using a blue-yellow color ramp for the hillshade

Applying a yellow to blue color ramp to the hillshaded surface is an effective method for improving the three-dimensional appearance of a shaded relief.  This method comes from guidelines by the famous Swiss cartographer, Eduard Imhof.  There is an article about it on the Relief Shading Web site: http://www.reliefshading.com/colors/yellow_tone.html.
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The gray relief shading is either combined with or replaced by a bright yellow tone on the sunlit slopes and blue-grey in the less illuminated areas.  The blue simulates atmospheric haze and provides additional pale blue shadows to add color to the valley floors, flat land, and lower hilly regions.  The yellow gives the impression of warmer colors on the sunlit slopes.

How to use a blue-yellow hillshade

1. To start, turn off all layers except the median filter raster from the Swiss hillshade model so you can see things a little more clearly. 

2. Right click it to see its Properties and select the Symbology Tab.  

3. Then right click the color ramp and select Properties.  Note that there is only one color listed but you're really using a ramp that ranges from black to white.  You will now change the color ramp now to use two colors that range from blue to yellow. 

4. Click on the button to use two colors then click on the first color and select Larkspur Blue.
5. Then click on the second color and select Yucca Yellow.
6. To get the ramp to range between those two colors only, select the CIE Lab instead of the default HSV algorithm.

Save the color ramp

Once we've this modified color ramp, we may want to save it for later use in another map – if that’s the case, follow the steps below.

1. Right click the ramp.

2. Select “Save to Style”
3. Give it a name.

4. Click Save.

Save your map document!

EXERCISE END
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